
G
racefully lulling over 13 
immaculate acres is one of 
Greenwich’s most iconic 

estates: Sleepy Cat Farm. A passion 
project of Fred Landman since 
acquiring the property in 1994, the 
farm draws on European and Asian 
influences and the thoughtful planning 
of Greenwich architect Charles Hilton.

Garden spaces and buildings with 
names like The Golden Path and The 
Celestial Pavilion evoke the atmosphere 
of the farm: a fully immersive 
experience of contemplation, 
appreciation and solitude—with 
plenty of benches to help in that end. 
But Landman, with the help of his 
wife Seen Lippert, an accomplished 
professional chef, wanted to do more 
than create a garden with majesty. In P
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A NEW BOOK CHRONICLES THE INSPIRED VISION OF 
SLEEPY CAT FARM IN GREENWICH   b y  v e r o n i c a  s c h o r r 

MAKING A 
MASTERPIECE

the spirit of sharing the farm’s bounty, 
they provide fresh, organic produce 
to the surrounding community. The 
owners are also committed to instilling 
public awareness of horticulture and 
landscape architecture through hosting 
charitable events and garden tours. As 
Landman says, “One of my greatest 
joys is when other people come here 
and get to experience what I experience 
every day. The most important thing is 
that they leave happy.”

Sleepy Cat Farm: A Gardener’s 
Journey recounts the transformation of 
Landman’s Georgian Revival home and 
its grounds by Hilton and landscape 
architect Charles J. Stick.

Hilton, one of Greenwich’s (and the 
industry’s) notable architects, says 
working on Sleepy Cat Farm was one of 

the most unique projects in his career. 
“Twenty-seven years ago, we began 
working with Fred on the estate that 
would eventually become Sleepy Cat 
Farm. What began as a renovation to 
the main house blossomed into 10 
different projects that span across 
the 13-acre property and vary greatly 
in style from Georgian, to French 
Normandy, to Italian neoclassical.”

The renovation projects ran the full 
gamut of challenges you’d expect when 
reviving old buildings, says Hilton: “The 
primary challenge was creating an 
aesthetic that was collectively cohesive 
with the other buildings, the bucolic 
landscape and the interiors, while 
simultaneously allowing each building 
to have its own unique identity.”

What sets Sleepy Cat Farm apart 
from other estates is its dedicated 
and visionary mission. “The 
comprehensiveness of Fred’s vision and 
the consistency and thoroughness of 
his approach to integrate architecture, 
landscape architecture, interior design 
and the culinary and fine arts into one 
exceptional place is a rare and very 
joyful experience.”

His proudest moment? “The French 
Normandy main house, because of its 
uniqueness, comfortable wide-open 
spaces and its integration with the 
surrounding landscape.” 

T H E  L A T E S T  D E S I G N  N E W S

left: A wisteria arbor in full bloom provides a canopy over the Chippendale-style bench, which overlooks the boxwood cat maze. right: The garden beds, home to delicious, organic vegetables.

Sleepy Cat Farm: A Gardener’s Journey;
$50. Monacelli Press, November 2, 2021;
sleepycatfarm.com/book
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above: A vignette by Forehand + Lake (2017). 

right: A vignette by Grace 
Rosenstein (2017). below: Laura 

Whitmore, Tori Vought, Jessica 
Ryan, Rosinne Chlala, Amy Vischio 

and Parker Rogers wearing 
glasses to honor Albert Hadley at 

last year’s RWAV event.

shoptalk

Designing 
for the 
Greater Good
ROOMS WITH A VIEW holds 
their annual A Night at the 
Hadley Fundraiser to provide 
scholarship for NYSID students
b y  v e r o n i c a  s c h o r r  

A
lbert Hadley, the “Dean of American Design” 
and longtime Southport weekender, helped 
birth the vision of Rooms With A View: a 

12-person mix of emerging and established designers, 
some from New York, and some from Fairfield County. 
The challenge? Create small concept rooms, or 
vignettes, measuring only 6’ x 8’ x 8’. The goal? Present
the best in art and design, bring the design community 
together, and support those who are underserved. 

Since 1993, the Southport Congregational Church 
has housed this yearly event, and Rooms With A View 
has donated over $1.7 million to local charities. 

This year’s fundraiser, A Night at the Hadley, is 
hosted by athome creative director-at-large Amy 
Vischio. All proceeds will go directly to the Rooms 
With A View Scholarship, a $5,000 prize awarded to 
an undergraduate or graduate student at New York 
School of Interior Design. The winning student will also 
be invited to present a vignette at Rooms With A View. 

Guests will be delighted by an evening of industry 
networking and a celebration of the greater design 
community, not to mention delicious food and 
refreshing cocktails at The Hadley Bar. 

Rooms With A View is regarded as one of New 
England’s leading annual design events. Its list of 
participants reads like a guide of the industry’s top 
talent, with alumni like honorary chairman Thom 
Filicia. roomswithaview.org

OPENING PARTY
Celebrate the 26th year 
of Rooms With A View
Thursday, November 4, 2021
6:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M.

A NIGHT AT THE HADLEY
INDUSTRY NETWORKING 
EVENT (to the trade)
A fundraiser for the scholarship fund
Friday, November 5, 2021
5:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. 

COLLECTOR’S NIGHT
An evening of sparkling conversation, 
intriguing artists, fabulous art, 
tempting food and delicious cocktails
Saturday, November 6, 2021
5:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.

A conversation with David Netto
5:30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M.

Collector’s Night Reception
6:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.

GENERAL SHOW 
DAYS & HOURS 
• Friday, November 5th &
 Saturday, November 6th
 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

• Sunday, November 7th
 12 P.M. to 5 P.M.

last year’s RWAV event.

Designing 

Greater Good
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 L ooking to tackle a redesign 
but unsure where to start? Or 
maybe you’re stuck in living 

room limbo with a space that’s 
only halfway done? Check out 
The Finish, created by Stephanie 
Purzycki and Kaitlin Madden 
to fill a niche they saw both 
professionally and personally: 
people needed accessible, 
trustworthy interior design 
advice to help finish their spaces, 
but didn’t want to (or couldn’t) 
hire a designer. Their model 
offers access to a growing network of designers and à la carte 
options for budgets and projects, big and small. 

Now they’re ready to share all their finishing touch finds at a 
brand-new storefront in Southport. Featuring a mix of new, old 
and vintage items from local, small-batch, family-owned and 
female-founded businesses in the Fairfield County area as well 
as from around the globe, The Finish’s seasonal selection will 
bring you one step closer to a space you’ll love living in.

Open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sunday and Monday by appointment only.  
293 Pequot Avenue, 203-200-0480; thefinish.co

THE FINISH BRINGS THEIR DESIGN STUDIO 
AND A NEW STOREFRONT TO SOUTHPORT 
b y  v e r o n i c a  s c h o r r

HERE TO HELP

above: The Finish’s Southport store offers seasonal home goods to spruce up 
your space. below: Founders Stephanie Purzycki (left) and Kaitlin Madden.
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